[image: image1.wmf] 


http://www.acrylife.com/

Contact: 
Chuck Johnson




For Immediate Release

Telephone:
(800) 253-3597

Mobile:
(276) 620-0029

E-mail:
chuckjohnson@acrylife.com 

ACRYLIFE, INC. WORKS WITH VIRGINIA TECH STUDENTS FOR THE SOLAR DECATHLON COMPETITION HELD IN WASHINGTON, DC
(Wytheville, VA,) –  The Solar Decathlon brought together 18 teams of college and university students from around the globe to participate in a solar competition to design, build, and operate the most attractive and energy-efficient solar-powered home. Using only energy from the sun, the teams through their design were required to generate enough electricity to run a modern household. 
With the focus on energy efficiency the design team from Virginia Tech asked Acrylife to work with them on the roof using their white PVC membrane. The roof assembly which appears to float over the structure incorporated a bowed design which required a flexible membrane that could be fully adhered to the curved surface, and at the same time offer a way to seal around the support posts for the solar panels. This unique design allowed the team to maximize photovoltaic panels on the roof.
The students construct the houses on their home campuses and transport them to the competition site on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Ten contest categories challenge their ability to produce electricity and hot water from solar panels to perform all the functions found in a modern home-from lighting to cooking, washing clothes and dishes, powering in home electronics while at the same time maintaining a comfortable interior temperature. All these elements must be completed with architectural style and livability of the homes of paramount importance.
The Solar Decathlon is a competition sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy in partnership with its National Renewable Energy Laboratory, the American Institute of Architects, the National Association of Homebuilders, BP, the DIY Network, and Sprint.
For additional information, please contact Chuck Johnson at (800) 253-3597 or e-mail Chuck at chuckjohnson@acrylife.com.  To learn more about the “Solar Decathlon” please visit: http://www.eere.energy.gov/solar_decathlon/
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